
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

 
PUBLICISTS NAME TOM ORTENBERG, OPEN ROAD FILMS CEO,  

MOTION PICTURE SHOWMAN OF THE YEAR 
 

 
Tom Ortenberg 

 
Award to be Presented at International Cinematographers Guild’s  

Publicists Awards Luncheon on February 26 
 

LOS ANGELES, Jan 12, 2016 — Open Road Films CEO Tom Ortenberg will be 
named Motion Picture Showman of the Year at the 53rd Annual International 
Cinematographers Guild (ICG, IATSE Local 600) Publicists Awards honoring 
excellence in publicity and promotion for motion pictures and television programs, to be 
held at the Beverly Hilton Hotel on Friday, February 26. 
 
Ortenberg has been at the helm of Open Road Films since its inception, almost five 
years ago.  The company was founded by AMC Entertainment and Regal Entertainment 
Group, the two largest exhibitors in the U.S. Under Ortenberg’s leadership, the 
company has released a diverse slate of films including the acclaimed film Spotlight, 
which was named one of AFI’s Best Pictures of 2015, nominated for three Golden 
Globe Awards®; and is nominated for five Spirit Awards, a PGA Award, a WGA Award 
and eight Critics’ Choice Awards; along with being named one of best pictures of 2015 
by more than 100 critics. Other highlights include The Grey, starring Liam Neeson, 
which opened #1 at the box office in 2012; End Of Watch, directed by David Ayer and 
starring Jake Gyllenhaal and Michael Peña, which opened #1 at the box office in 2012; 
Nightcrawler, starring Jake Gyllenhaal, which took the #1 spot at the box-office during 
its opening week in 2014 and received an Oscar® nomination for Best Original 
Screenplay, along with a Golden Globe nomination; the hit 2014 film Chef, written and 
directed by and starring Jon Favreau along with Sofia Vergara, Scarlett Johansson, 
John Leguizamo, Bobby Cannavale, Oliver Platt, Dustin Hoffman and Robert Downey, 
Jr.; and The Nut Job, which opened to more than $25 million at the box office as the 
highest opening of all time for an independent animated film. 

https://www.icg600.com/ABOUT-US/Awards/Publicists-Awards
https://www.icg600.com/ABOUT-US/Awards/Publicists-Awards


 
 

Upcoming Open Road Films releases include the comedy Fifty Shades Of Black 
(1/29/16), starring Marlon Wayans; Triple 9, a thriller directed by John Hillcoat starring 
Chiwetel Ejiofor, Casey Affleck, Anthony Mackie, Woody Harrelson, Aaron Paul, Kate 
Winslet, Gal Gadot, Norman Reedus, Teresa Palmer and Clifton Collins, Jr. (2/26/16); 
the Garry Marshall-directed romantic-comedy Mother’s Day (4/29/16), starring Julia 
Roberts, Jennifer Aniston, Kate Hudson, and Jason Sudeikis; Snowden (5/13/16), 
written and directed by Oliver Stone starring Joseph Gordon-Levitt and Shailene 
Woodley; Sleepless Night, starring Jamie Foxx and Michelle Monaghan; Bleed For This, 
starring Miles Teller, Aaron Eckhart and Katey Sagal, directed by Ben Younger; and 
Blazing Samurai (4/14/2017), the animated family film featuring the voices of Samuel L. 
Jackson, Mel Brooks, Michael Cera, George Takei, Gabriel Iglesias, Aasif Mandvi, 
Djimon Hounsou, Michelle Yeoh and more. 

 
 
Open Road Films has become a top independent distribution company that has recently 
ventured into feature film production and international distribution.  
 
“Tom is the perfect example of the executive who understands that the very best motion 
pictures need equally creative publicity and marketing to achieve the success they 
deserve,” said Henri Bollinger, Awards Committee chairman. “The creative talent he 
works with know they can depend on receiving the best of these services when he is 
involved.” 
 
ICG president Steven Poster, ASC. added, “In a short time Tom Ortenberg has turned 
Open Road into a supremely successful production and distribution organization. Last 
year Nightcrawler had everyone buzzing and this year’s Spotlight is many critics’ top 
choice. He has the touch.” 
 
Prior to the formation of Open Road, Ortenberg spent more than a decade at Lionsgate 
Entertainment, ultimately serving as president of theatrical films; and served as 
president of theatrical films at The Weinstein Company. 
 
Previous recipients of the Motion Picture Showmanship Award include Bob and Harvey 
Weinstein, Rob Friedman and Patrick Wachsberger, John Lasseter, James Cameron 
and Judd Apatow. The first such award went to Stanley Kramer in 1964. 
 
As previously announced, the Television Showmanship Award goes to John Landgraf, 
Netflix CEO, and a Special Award of Merit will be presented to famed lyricists Alan and 
Marilyn Bergman. The recipient of a Lifetime Achievement Award will be named shortly. 
 
Other awards to be presented include the Les Mason Award (the highest honor given to 
a publicist), the Bob Yeager Award for Community Service, the Maxwell Weinberg 
Showmanship Awards for outstanding publicity campaigns of 2015 in films and 
television, unit still photography, press and international media awards. 
 
More than 900 industry leaders are expected to attend the Awards Luncheon. 
 



 
 

 
PHOTO: For high-res photo, please click here. 
 

### 
 

ABOUT THE PUBLICISTS OF THE ICG: 
Entertainment publicists first formed a union in 1937 as the Screen Publicists Guild, later becoming the Publicists 
Guild. In 2002 the IATSE merged them with the International Cinematographers Guild (Local 600). The first 
Publicists Awards Luncheon was held in 1962 and has since grown to an event attended annually by up to 900 
publicists and industry leaders. Many of the greatest actors, directors and executives have accepted the Motion 
Picture and Television Showmanship Awards and Lifetime Achievement Awards and include Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, Clint Eastwood, Julie Andrews, Harrison Ford, Sylvester Stallone, Carol Burnett, Kirk Douglas, 
Stanley Kramer, Joanne Woodward and Paul Newman, Bob Hope and Shonda Rhimes. In addition, the members 
honor their own through the Maxwell Weinberg Awards for publicity campaigns, the Bob Yeager Award for 
Community Service and the Les Mason, the greatest honor to be paid to a publicist.  
 
ABOUT THE INTERNATIONAL CINEMATOGRAPHERS GUILD (ICG): 
The International Cinematographers Guild (IATSE Local 600) represents more than 7,000 members who work in 
film, television and commercials as Directors of Photography, Camera Operators, Visual Effects Supervisors, Still 
Photographers, Camera Assistants, Film Loaders, all members of camera crews and Publicists. The first 
cinematographers union was established in New York in 1926, followed by unions in Los Angeles and Chicago, but 
it wasn’t until 1996 that Local 600 was born as a national guild. ICG’s ongoing activities include the Emerging 
Cinematographer Awards and the Publicists Awards Luncheon. The Guild also publishes the award-winning ICG 
Magazine www.ICG600.com. 
 
CONNECT WITH THE ICG:  
Hashtag: #PublicistsAwards 
Website: icg600.com 
Facebook: facebook.com/cameraguild 
Twitter: twitter.com/ICGLocal600 
Instagram: instagram.com/icglocal600 
 
PRESS CONTACT: 
Leonard Morpurgo 
Weissman/Markovitz Communications 
leonard@publicity4all.com 
o: 818-760-8995 | m: 818-731-3513 
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